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Foot and Mouth Disease as a Rural Issue in Korean
Media during the Japanese Colonial Period (1910—1945)

Chun Myung-Sun

Abstract

Foot and mouth disease is not a new epizootic in Korea. However, the whole society panicked
about the recent FMD outbreak in 2010/2011. Lack of societal experience and memories of the disease
leads to underestimate the social and cultural impact of the disease. To prevent another chaos of animal
pandemic it is important to investigate what can be learned from the history. Because over 80% of
populations were engaged in agriculture industry, FMD in the early 20th should be investigated as a
complex rural issue, not simply as an eradication process of an infectious disease. Sanitary modernity
and colonial sanitary policy can also give a clue to analyze the FMD outbreaks in that turbulent era.
The colonial Japanese ruling body in Korea strictly controlled livestock diseases in the context of
efforts to increase livestock productivity and build a shield against epizootics for Japan. According to
the animal disease statistics the major FMD outbreaks occurred in 1919 and in 1933. Although the
damage of the first outbreak in 1919 was worse, the second outbreak in 1933 received more attention.
117 out of 163 FMD articles found in three biggest newspapers were concentrated in 1933. It was well
informed that FMD was highly contagious but not lethal and most important measure against the
disease was restriction of livestock movement. Although the regulation permitted the culling strategy
against FMD, the infected animals were not slaughtered, nor vaccinated. Prevention strategy against
animal diseases and response of rural community were also different between the two outbreaks. It was
caused by the changes in rural economic situation, livestock policy, animal disease prevention laws,

cattle exports and quarantine to Japan, and supply of veterinary professionals.

Key words: Foot and Mouth Disease, Rural Issue, Japanese Colonial Period,
FMD Prevention, Quarantine



